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Agreement; or as a local national em-
ployee paid from appropriated funds; or 

(v) Any other nonpermanent appoint-
ment in the competitive or excepted 
service approved by OPM. 

(5) Overseas. A location outside the 50 
States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands. 

[61 FR 9322, Mar. 8, 1996] 

§ 315.609 Appointment based on serv-
ice in United States positions of the 
Panama Canal Commission. 

(a) Agency authority. An agency may 
appoint noncompetitively, for other 
than temporary or term employment, a 
United States citizen who has served 
under nontemporary appointment in a 
continuing career position of the Pan-
ama Canal Commission located in the 
United States. 

(b) Service requirement. An agency 
may appoint such an individual under 
this section only when, immediately 
prior to separation from a qualifying 
appointment with the Panama Canal 
Commission in the United States, the 
individual served continuously for at 
least 1 year under such qualifying ap-
pointment or under a combination of 
such appointment and nontemporary 
appointment in the Canal Zone Merit 
System or the Panama Canal Employ-
ment System. 

(c) Time limits. (1) There is no time 
limit on the appointment under this 
section of an employee who: 

(i) Is a preference eligible; or 
(ii) Has completed at least 3 years of 

service, which did not include any 
break in service longer than 30 days, 
under one or more nontemporary ap-
pointments in Panama Canal Commis-
sion positions located in the United 
States or in positions under the Canal 
Zone Merit System and/or the Panama 
Canal Employment System. 

(2) An agency may appoint under this 
section an employee who does not meet 
the conditions in (c)(1) of this section 
only if no more than 3 years have 
elapsed since the individual’s separa-
tion from a qualifying appointment. 

(d) Tenure on appointment. (1) On ap-
pointment under paragraph (a) of this 
section, an individual whose qualifying 
service does not include any break in 
service of more than 30 days and totals 

at least 3 years becomes a career em-
ployee. 

(2) All other individuals appointed 
under this section become career-con-
ditional employees. 

(e) Acquisition of competitive status. A 
person appointed under paragraph (a) 
of this section automatically acquires 
a competitive status: 

(1) On appointment, if he or she has 
satisfactorily completed a 1-year trial 
period, which did not include more 
than 22 workdays in nonpay status, 
during qualifying employment with the 
Panama Canal Commission. 

(2) On satisfactory completion of pro-
bation in accordance with § 315.801(a)(3) 
if he or she had not completed such a 1- 
year trial period. 

[48 FR 29667, June 28, 1983] 

§ 315.610 Noncompetitive appointment 
of certain National Guard techni-
cians. 

(a) An agency may appoint non-
competitively a National Guard techni-
cian who— 

(1) Was involuntarily separated 
(other than by removal for cause on 
charges of misconduct or delinquency); 

(2) Has served at least 3 years as a 
technician; 

(3) Meets the qualifications require-
ments of the job: and 

(4) Is appointed within 1 year after 
separating from service as a Guard 
Technician. 

(b) The noncompetitive appointing 
authority also applies to National 
Guard technicians separated before Oc-
tober 29, 1986, provided they are ap-
pointed within a year of the date of 
separation. 

[52 FR 5431, Feb. 23, 1987] 

§ 315.611 Appointment of certain vet-
erans who have competed under 
agency merit promotion announce-
ments. 

(a) Agency authority. An agency may 
appoint a preference eligible or a vet-
eran who has substantially completed 
at least 3 years of continuous active 
military service provided 

(1) The veteran was selected from 
among the best qualified following 
competition under a merit promotion 
announcement open to candidates out-
side the agency’s workforce; and 
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(2) The veteran’s most recent separa-
tion from the military was under hon-
orable conditions. 

(b) Definitions. ‘‘Agency’’ in this con-
text means an executive agency as de-
fined in 5 U.S.C. 105. The agency deter-
mines in individual cases whether a 
candidate was released ‘‘shortly before’’ 
completing the required 3 years and 
should therefore be eligible for ap-
pointment. 

[65 FR 14432, Mar. 17, 2000] 

§ 315.612 Noncompetitive appointment 
of certain military spouses. 

(a) Agency authority. In accordance 
with the provisions of this section, an 
agency may appoint noncompetitively 
a spouse of a member of the armed 
forces serving on active duty who has 
orders specifying a permanent change 
of station (not for training), a spouse of 
a 100 percent disabled service member 
injured while on active duty, or the un- 
remarried widow or widower of a serv-
ice member who was killed while per-
forming active duty. 

(b) Definitions. (1) Active duty means 
full-time duty in the armed forces, in-
cluding full-time National Guard duty, 
except that for Reserve Component 
members the term ‘‘active duty’’ does 
not include training duties or attend-
ance at service schools. 

(2) Armed forces has the meaning 
given that term in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

(3) Duty station means the permanent 
location to which a member of the 
armed forces is assigned for duty as 
specified on the individual’s permanent 
change of station (PCS) orders. 

(4) Member of the armed forces or serv-
ice member means an individual who: 

(i) Is serving on active duty in the 
armed forces under orders specifying 
the individual is called or ordered to 
active duty for more than 180 consecu-
tive days, has been issued orders for a 
permanent change of station, and is au-
thorized for dependent travel (i.e., the 
travel of the service member’s family 
members) as part of the orders speci-
fying the individual’s permanent 
change of station; 

(ii) Retired from active duty in the 
armed forces with a service-connected 
disability rating of 100 percent as docu-
mented by a branch of the armed 
forces, or retired or was released or dis-

charged from active duty in the armed 
forces and has a disability rating of 100 
percent as documented by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; or 

(iii) Was killed while serving on ac-
tive duty in the armed forces. 

(5) Permanent change of station means 
the assignment, reassignment, or 
transfer of a member of the armed 
forces from his or her present duty sta-
tion or location without return to the 
previous duty station or location. 

(6) Spouse means the husband or wife 
of a member of the armed forces. 

(c) Eligibility. (1) A spouse of a mem-
ber of the armed forces as defined in 
paragraph (b)(4)(i) of this section must 
have: 

(i) Married the member of the armed 
forces on, or prior to, the date of the 
service member’s orders authorizing a 
permanent change of station; and 

(ii) Relocated with the member of the 
armed forces to the new duty station 
specified in the documentation order-
ing a permanent change of station. 

(2) A spouse of a member of the 
armed forces as defined in paragraph 
(b)(4)(iii) of this section must be the 
un-remarried widow or widower of the 
member of the armed forces killed on 
active duty in the armed forces. 

(3) For spouses eligible under para-
graph (b)(4)(i) of this section, non-
competitive appointment under this 
section is limited to the geographic 
area, as specified on the service mem-
ber’s permanent change of station or-
ders. It includes the service member’s 
duty station and the surrounding area 
from which people reasonably can be 
expected to travel daily to and from 
work. The head of an agency, or his or 
her designee, may waive this limita-
tion (i.e., accept applications from 
spouses) if no Federal agency exists in 
the spouse’s geographic area. Spouses 
of active duty military members who 
are on retirement or separation PCS 
orders from active duty are not eligible 
to be appointed using this authority 
unless the service member is injured 
with a 100 percent disability. 

(4) Spouses of retired or separated ac-
tive duty members who have a 100 per-
cent disability are not restricted to a 
geographical location. 

(d) Conditions. (1) In accordance with 
the provisions of this section, spouses 
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